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OCTOBER 2019 UPDATE 2017 AUSTIN ISD BOND PROGRAM MODERNIZATION

The 2017 Bond includes a full modernization of Doss Elementary School. The new school will be a state-of-the-art facility 
designed to meet the new AISD Educational Specifications, bring the permanent capacity up to 870 students and improve 
educational suitability of academic spaces. The project is currently in the construction phase, and the new facility is 
expected to open in fall 2020.

WHAT IS A MODERNIZED SCHOOL

A modernized school provides adaptive physical spaces that foster development of the student as a whole, supporting 
collaborative and individual learning. While the type of learning supported by traditional school environments is valuable, 
it does not reflect how work environments operate today. As technology and society change, educational concepts 
evolve, as do the guidelines that establish modern learning environments. Modernized facilities provide state-of-the-art 
technology and flexible learning spaces that encourage exploration and application of new concepts.



THE DESIGN

Santec was brought on as the architecture firm for the project 
and was tasked with designing 21st-century learning spaces 
for Doss Elementary School. Stantec worked closely with the 
Campus Architectural Team to create a facility that reflects what 
the school community envisioned.  

A treehouse served as the inspiration for the design of the new 
school. In this case, the treehouse represents three important 
things:

 ■ A Treehouse as a playground means that learning takes on a nature of adventure and fun. 
 ■ A Treehouse as shelter gives students a place to feel safe and comfortable in order to excel to their fullest 

potential. 
 ■ A Treehouse as observation means that students and teachers will have a new perspective on teaching and 

learning.  

The design and layout of the building pays homage to the 
memories of the previous campus and uses a courtyard and 
surrounding library as the focal point and hub of the new school. 
The administration wing and academic areas come out from the 
center of the school. 

Preservation of the heritage tree within the courtyard was of 
primary importance during the design because it was important 
to the school community. Likewise, special effort has been made 
to create a compact footprint so that a maximum number of trees 
could be saved. 

The existing gym is to be retained, and existing cafeteria will be 
renovated with an expanded serving line and a kitchen addition. 
Other improvements will include a new front loop, new track, two 
parking additions and relocation of the covered play structure.

The interior architecture of the new school provides unique 
viewing, reading and learning opportunities. This includes a large 
three-story commons space centered around a learning staircase that can be used for collaboration, presentations and 
much more. Daylight and views from the inside out create several observation opportunities that emphasize the treehouse 
feel. 

Take a look at the floor plans and images below that correspond with where each space will be located in the new school. 
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DESIGN VISION SITE PLAN FLOOR PLANS

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Treehouse as playground means that learning takes on a nature of adventure and fun.  It 
creates zones specific to varying scales of functions and styles of learning or play, which 
elevates the project-based learning pedagogy and promotes exploration and adventure.  
The flexibility of spaces for learning, creating, performing, and socializing in small and large 
group settings promotes the choice of playfulness.

Treehouse as shelter harkens back to the original function of a treehouse as protection from 
danger at the ground level.   The school modeled from a treehouse gives students a place 
to feel safe and comfortable in order to excel to their fullest potential and provide a safe 
zone for uninhibited play and exploration.  This is modeled in the design precautions taken for 
safety and security, as well as spacially with nooks created throughout the school that mimic 
elements in a compact treehouse.  These nooks provide opportunities for a change in scale 
and student choice, including seating overlooks, project display cubbies for makerspaces, 
reading nooks above the library, and interspersed small break out rooms around classrooms.    

Treehouse as observation stems from a change in perspective, allowing people inside to 
look at the world differently. When applied to the building, this demonstrates exploring new 
methods of teaching and learning.  The interior architecture of Doss provides unique viewing, 
reading, and learning opportunities with a large three story commons space centered around 
the learning stair.  Further, daylight and views from the inside out create several observation 
opportunities emphasizing the treehouse feel.

Treehouse: Play, Shelter, Observation
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GET INVOLVED
To learn more about this modernization project and the 2017 Bond Program, visit www.AISDFuture.com. 

To share feedback or questions, please call (512) 414-9595 or email future@austinisd.org.  

http://www.AISDFuture.com
mailto:future@austinisd.org

